
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT KEDOSHIM 
 
Q-1.  (a) (1) How did the way that Moshe transmitted the mitzvot in Parashat Kedoshim differ from his teaching of the other mitzvot? (2) 
Why the change in procedure (3 reasons)? (b) Where does Parashat Kedoshim supplement each of the Aseret haDibrot – (1) Anochi 
Hashem Elokecha (I am Hashem, your Lord – Shemot 20:2); (2) lo yihiyeh lecha (you shall not have [other gods] – 20:3)? (3) lo tisa (you 
shall not take [Hashem’s name in vain] – 20:7)? (4) zachor et yom haShabbat (remember the Shabbat day – 20:8)? (5) kabeid et avicha 
ve’et imecha (honor your father and mother – 20:12)? (6) lo tirtzach (do not murder) – 20:13)? (7) lo tinaf (do not commit adultery – 20:13)? 
(8) lo tignov (do not kidnap – 20:13)? (9) lo ta’aneh (do not bear [false witness] – 20:13)? (10) lo tachmode (do not covet – 20:14)? (c) (1) 
How does one fulfill the command of kedoshim tihiyu (you shall be holy) (2 views)? (2) How does this command govern which (i) foods and 
(ii) drinks that he should consume? and which (iii) clothing and home furnishings that he should acquire?  (Vayikra 19:2) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) Moshe taught these mitzvot to “kol adat (the entire assembly of) Bnei Yisrael” – normally, he would first teach Aharon, then 
Aharon’s sons, then the zekeinim (elders), and finally, the entire nation, but here, he assembled everyone together to teach them these 
mitzvot together; (2) (i) these mitzvot are so fundamental that everyone had to learn them right away (Rashi). (ii) Moshe impressed on Bnei 
Yisrael that these mitzvot are incumbent on everyone equally, since every individual must do his or her best attain holiness by scrupulously 
performing these mitzvot (Alshich). (iii) Since the mitzvot of Parashat Kedoshim provide details concerning each of the mitzvot contained in 
the Aseret haDibrot, they were transmitted to everyone, just as the Aseret haDibrot were transmitted directly to all of Bnei Yisrael; (b) 
Moshe taught (1) Ani Hashem Elokeichem (I am Hashem, your Lord – 19:2); (2) elohei masecha lo ta’asu (do not make molten gods – 
19:4); (3) lo tishava biShemi la-sheker (do not swear falsely by My Name – 19:12); (4) et Shabtotiy tishmoru (safeguard my Shabbats – 
19:3); (5) imo ve’aviv tira’u (fear one’s mother and father – 19:3); (6) lo ta’amode al dam rei’echa (do not stand aside when your fellow’s 
blood is shed – 19:16); (7) lo techalel bit-cha le-haznota (do not profane your daughter to make her a harlot – 19:29); (8) lo tignovu (do not 
steal – 19:11); (9) lo teileich rachil (do not be a gossipmonger – 19:16); (10) ve’ahavta le-rei’acha kamocha (love your fellow as yourself – 
19:18) (Vayikra Raba). (c) (1) Become holy (i) by separating oneself from the immoral arayot described in Parashat Acharei Mot (Rashi). 

(ii) by imposing on oneself moderation in the physical pleasures the Torah permits, since one cannot be holy by strictly following the letter 
of the law which allows him to become a “naval be-reshut haTorah” (a depraved person acting within the confines of the Torah), with 
excessive gluttony of permissible foods, disproportionate permitted lustful relationships or extreme self-centeredness; (2) (i) one should not 
develop desires for gourmet foods; (ii) one should drink wine and alcohol modestly (Ramban). (iii) One should wear neat clothing and use 
comfortable furniture, and not surround himself and hisfamily with luxuries (Rabeinu Yona). 
 
Q-2.  (a) (1) How does one fulfill the mitzvot of (i) “kabeid et avicha ve’et imecha (honor [your father and your mother])” in the Aseret 
haDibrot, vs. (ii) “ish imu ve’aviv tira’u (fear) [them]” here? (2) What should one do (i) if he is about to do a mitzvah and his father asks him 
to bring a drink of water? (ii) if both his mother and father both ask for a drink at the same time? (b) How does one fulfill “al tifnu el ha’elilim” 
(do not turn to idols) (3 ways)? (c) How do the laws of pigul (offering a korban with improper intent) relate to the way we should do mitzvot? 
(d) (1) How do we know that one is prohibited from taking someone’s property as merely a jest or to annoy the owner? (2) How does one 
violate (i) “lo techachashu” (do not deal falsely)? (ii)”lo teshakaru” (do not lie)? (3) How does one violate “lo ta’asok”? (4) Why does the 
Torah list so many overlapping prohibitions on thievery-related issues (2 reasons)? (e) Why does the Torah say “lo teileich rachil” (do not 
be a gossipmonger) in the same verse as saying, “lo ta’amod al dam rei’echa” (do not stand by while your fellow’s blood is shed)? (f) (1) 
When the Torah says, “lifnei iyveir lo titein‘michshol’” (do not put a ‘stumbling block’ before a blind person), why is michshol spelled with no 
vav? (2) Which mitzvah prohibits (i) a Jewish storekeeper from selling non-kosher food to Jews; (ii) a Jewish dress shop from selling 
immodest clothes; (iii) a Jewish bookstore from selling obscene or blasphemous books? (iv) buying property that someone obtained by 
robbery? (v) giving someone bad advice? (vi) giving a Jew clothes with sha’atnez? (vii) a parent from hitting an adult child? (viii) lending 
money to a Jew without witnesses? (ix) withholding testimony that would help a fellow Jew? (x) ignoring a hungry pauper’s plea? (Vayikra 
19:3-6,11-16)  
 

 
A-2.  (a) (1) (i) Honor them by providing general care, e.g., feeding and dressing them, or helping them if they have difficulty walking; (ii) 

fear them by not sitting in a parent’s regular chair, interrupting them or contradicting them disrespectfully (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 212). 
(2) (i) If he can delegate doing the mitzvah to another, he should attend to his father, but if he cannot delegate it, he should disregard the 
his father’s honor, since Hashem commanded both him and his father to do the mitzvot; (ii) he should attend to his father, since both he 
and his mother must honor his father (Rambam – Hilchot Mamrim 16:13-14). (b) (1) Do not gaze at idols and admire their beauty; (2) do 

not use a statue as a place to rendezvous with others; (3) do not listen to lectures or read books about cults, religions or other philosophies 
foreign to the Torah (Rambam – Hilchot Ovdie Kochavim 2:5).  (c) Just like one must avoid pigul, one must have the right intentions in 
performing mitzvot, by not doing mitzvot mechanically (Sforno). (d) (1) 9:14 says, “lo tignovu” (do not steal), since doing so constitutes an 
actual theft (Torat Kohanim). (2) (i) By denying liability to someone to whom he owes money; (ii) by swearing falsely about money that he 
owes (Rambam – Hilchot Shavuot 1:3,8). (3) By delaying payment to someone he owes money through trickery; (4) (i) to impress on us the 
seriousness of these violations; (ii) to increase our potential reward for observing them (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 236). (e) Spreading 
gossip has caused much bloodshed (Rambam – Hilchot De’ot 7:1). (f) (1) In the other 11 times that this word appears in Tanach, 
“michshol” is spelled with a vav, which has the shape of a stumbling block, and the missing vav here teaches that the ban applies not only 
to a physical obstacle that looks like a vav, but also to giving improper advice to one who is “blind” about a particular matter (Ba’al 
haTurim). (2) (i,ii,iii,iv,v,vi) Lifnei iveir lo titein michshol, because we may not help someone to sin (Rambam – Sefer haMitzvot; Hilchot 
Gezeila 5:1; Hilchot Kelayim 10:31; Hilchot Retzicha 12:14). (vii) Lifnei iveir, because the physical attack could cause the child to react by 
violating the mitzvah to honor one’s parents; (viii) Lifnei iveir, because it could cause the borrower to falsely deny taking the loan, either 
fraudulently or through forgetfulness (Bava Metzia 75b). (ix) Lo ta’amod al dam rei’echa, because your silence could cause him to lose his 
life or property (Torat Kohanim). (x) Lo ta’amod, because your failure to give him immediate help could cause him to die (Ta’anit 21a).  
 
Q-3.  (a) Why does the Torah here say “lo tignovu,” (do not steal) in the plural, in contrast to “lo tignov,” in the singular, in the Aseret 
haDibrot? (b) (1), how can the Torah in Shemot 23:5 give the law concerning “the donkey of someone you hate”, since the Torah says 

here, “you shall not hate your brother”? (2) If one sees someone commit a sin, what must he do? (3) If that person does not listen to one’s 
repeated rebukes concerning a mitzvah bein adam laMakom (between man and Hashem), what should one do? (c) (1) Why does the 
Torah forbid one from hating a fellow Jew secretly?  (2) Although openly hating someone is not strictly forbidden, to what 3 sins can it lead? 
(d) (1) What are 5 ways to act toward others to fulfill “ve-ahavta le-rei’acha kamocha” (you shall love your fellow as yourself)? (2) What are 

4 mitzvot that Chazal established based on the mitzvah of ve’ahavta le-rei’acha kamocha? (Vayikra 19:11,17-18) 
 



A-3.  (a) The plural teaches that the sin applies not only to one who steals, but also to one who helps him steal, witnesses a theft but is 
silent, falsely claims he is owed money or unjustifiably demands an oath (ibn Ezra). (b) (1) If one sees another commit a crime and warns 

him, but he does not desist, one must hate him until he repents – yet, if that same person has difficulty with a burden, one must help him 
load or unload (Rambam – Hilchot Retzicha 13:14). (2) One must rebuke him privately, so as not to shame him; (3) one should publicly 
shame him, since his sin should be openly declared, and he should be cursed until he returns to the right way (Rambam – Hilchot Dei’ot 
6:7-8). (c) (1) A secret hatred is bound to erupt at some point, and it will cause the perpetrator to commit other sins against the victim; (2) It 
may cause him to violate (i) do not take revenge; (ii) do not bear a grudge; and “ve-ahavta le-rei’acha kamocha” (Sefer haChinuch – 
Mitzvah 245). (d) (1) (i) Do not take advantage or cheat him; (ii) be as careful with his money and property as you are with your own; (iii) 
speak to him in a respectful manner, without causing pain, and about him, without spreading lashon hara; (iv) share his happiness, without 
envy; (v) help him out, just as you would want others to help you (Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 219). (2) (i) Visiting the sick; (ii) comforting 
mourners; (iii) joining a funeral procession, acting as a pallbearer, making a eulogy and digging a grave and burying the body; (iv) dowering 
a bride, giving a bride and groom their wedding needs and entertaining a bride and groom (Rambam – Hilchot Aveilut 14:1). 
 
Q-4.  (a) Why does the Torah ban (1) crossbreeding animals? (2) mixing wool and linen (sha’atneiz) in a garment (2 explanations)? (b) (1) 
Why is benefitting from orla (first 3 years of a tree’s fruit) banned? (2) Why was the tree’s owner required to bring the fruit of the 4

th
 year to 

Yeushalayim? (3) What does this teach us about raising children? (4) In what ratio is banned orla fruit permitted, ie., bateil, if it becomes 
mixed with permitted fruit? (Vayikra 19:19, 23-24) 
 
A-4.  (a) (1) When He Created the world, Hashem said, “ve-hinei tov me’od” ([the Creation] was very good – Bereishit 1:31), indicating that 

the creatures that He created serve His purpose, and crossbreeding is against His Will (Mitzvah 249). (2) (i) In Parashat Bereishit, Kayin 
offered a korban of flax, which is used to make linen, and Hevel offered sheep, including the wool, and by refraining from mixing wool and 
linen, we are reminded of Kayin’s crime, causing us to maintain peace in the world (Radal). (ii) Since idolatrous priests and sorcerers used 
to wear wool and linen garments, we may not wear them (Rambam – Moreh Nevuchim). (b) (1) A tree’s first fruit should be used to praise 

and thank Hashem, and since the fruit of the the first 3 years is not mature enough for this holy purpose, it is not eaten, and the 4
th

 year’s 
fruit was brought to Yerushalayim (Ramban). (2) He ate the fruit near the Beit haMikdash to honor Hashem and thank Him for His 
Goodness (Mitzvah 220). (3) For the first 3 years, a child’s speech is undeveloped and useless, but for the 4

th
 year, his parents teach him 

his first Torah verses and tefilot, and at 5, he embarks on lifelong Torah study (Ohr haChaim). (4) 1 part in 201 (Rambam – Hilchot 
Ma’achalei Asurot 16:20). 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) After saying, “do not do avel (wrong) in justice” in 19:15, why does the Torah repeat this in 19:35? (2) What are 5 results of one 
acting as an “avel” (wrongdoer)? (b) When the Torah says, “lo tochlu al hadam” (Do not eat “al” the blood), what halacha do we learn when 

the word “al” is translated as (1) over the blood (2 views)? (2) with the blood? (3) next to the blood? (4) because of the blood? (5) after the 
blood? (6) in such a manner as the blood? (7) before the blood? (c) (1) Which 2 mitzvot lo ta’aseh (negative mitzvot) apply to men but not 
to women? (2) Why does the ban on shaving one’s head not apply to women? (3) Why are men banned fom shaving their heads? (Vayikra 
19:15,26,27,35) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) 19:15 directs judges not to pervert justice, and 19:35 teaches that a merchant who uses faulty weights and measures is like a 
corrupt judge; (2) he (i) contaminates the land, (ii) profanes Hashem’s Name, (iii) causes the Shechina to depart, (iv) causes Bnei Yisrael to 
fall by the sword, and (v) brings on the exile of Bnei Yisrael (Rashi). (b) (1) One may not act like (i) sorcerers who would eat a meal near a 
pit filled with blood so that demons will reveal the future (Ramban). (ii) murderers who eat a meal at a victim’s gravesite for magical 
protection against the victim’s relatives’ revenge (Rashbam). (2) After proper shechita, we may not eat an animal’s meat while it still has life 
signs – we must wait until its movement has stopped; (3) one may not eat a korban while its blood is next to you, i.e., before it is sprinkled 
on the mizbei’ach; (4) mourning relatives may not eat the usual “meal of comfort” for a criminal who was executed by beit din; (5) a beit 
din’s judges may not, after the execution, eat for the remainder of the day; (6) do not eat in a greedy and gluttonous manner, like a ben 
sorer u-moreh, which will cause you to die like him (Sanhedrin 63a). (7) Do not eat before you daven Shacharit, which substitutes for the 
sprinkling of the blood of the korban tamid shel shachar (Berachot 10b). (c) (1) (i) Not to round off the hair on the corners of one’s head 
(19:27) and (ii) while a kohen’s male offspring may not become tamei from contact with the dead, his female offspring may become tamei 
(21:1). (2) Since the verse bans “destroying the edges of your beard,” which does not apply to women, the ban on shaving one’s head also 
does not apply to women; (3) shaving off payot or completely shaving the head was the practice of idolatrous monks (Sefer haChinuch – 
Mitzvah 251).   
 
Q-6.  (a) In order to fulfill the commands of “you will be holy” (viy’hitem kedoshim – 20:7) and “you shall be holy for Me” (viy’hitem kedoshim 
lee – 20:26), what 3 things we must do to distinguish ourselves from the nations? (b) (1) In stating the penalties in this parasha for the 
banned marital relations that previously were listed, which 2 relationships differ from what was stated in Parashat Acharei Mot? (2) Why are 
they ommitted? (3) Which is the only immoral relationship that is a capital offense not punished by sekila (stoning) – instead, it is punished 
by (i) chenek (strangulation)? (ii) sereifa (burning)? (4) Which 6 relatives of a man’s wife may he never marry, even after she dies?  (c) Why 

does the Torah again tell us to “distinguish” between the kosher and non-kosher animals, which were listed in Parashat Shemini? (Vayikra 
20:6-27) 
 
A-6.  (a) (1) We must eat only food that the Torah permits, while they eat non-kosher food; (2) we must consult only Hashem’s nevi’im, 
while they consult sorcerers; (3) we must always act morally, while they engage in immoral relations (Sforno). (b) (1) (i) The ban on 

marrying 2 sisters is omitted; (ii) the ban on marrying one’s father’s or mother’s sister is phrased differently from the other bans – the usual 
wording, “and a man who lives with…”, is omitted; (2) When Moshe read these laws to all of Bnei Yisrael, Hashem made the changes in 
order to spare the honor of 2 tzadikim who did not observe these mitzvot before matan Torah – (i) Yaakov, who married 2 sisters; and (ii) 
Moshe’s father, Amram, who married his aunt Yocheved (Rokeach). (3) (i) Adultery; (ii) an kohen’s adulterous daughter; (4) His wife’s (i) 
mother, (ii) mother’s mother, (iii) father’s mother; (iv) daughter, (v) daughter’s daughter, (vi) son’s daughter (Rambam – Hilchot Isurei Bi’ah 
1:6,2:7). (c) We must distinguish carefully between the proper slaughter of kosher animals and improper slaughter, which can be invalid “by 
the width of a hair” (Rashi). 
 
Q-7.  Why does the Navi say that Bnei Yisrael are like Bnei Kushim (children of Ethiopians)? (Amos 9:7)  
 
A-7.  Like Kushim are recognizable by their skin color, Bnei Yisrael will be distinct and recognized in galut as the chosen people of Hashem 
(Malbim). 


